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I have asked INR to review the information available 
concerning approaches made since the beginning of this year 
to the Soviets on Vietnam in which specific courses of action 
were recommended to the USSR. The following summarizes the 
information and highlights some of the "unfinished business". 
Clearly, there are other and more important documents which 
would have to be examined before we could get a complete 
picture. 

January - June . In a conversation on June 20 Under- 
secretary Rostow told Yuri Chernyakov of the Soviet Embassy 
that the U.S. is still interested in a suggestion that the 
Secretary made to Dobrynin in early January that we and the 
Soviets could take corresponding steps to deescalate the 
Vietnam war. Dobrynin at the time called this idea "something 
new and interesting." Dobrynin had stated that he though diat 
an answer might be forthcoming in a couple of weeks . Chernyakov 
stated that the idea was "indeed interesting, and that it had 
not been rejected." Chernyakov further stated that perhaps the 
time was not yet ripe for such an approach but it was conceivable 
that, if we worked together to solve the Middle Eastern crisis, 
we could deal with Vietnam in the same manner. Memcon, Under- 
secretary Rostow and Yuri Chernyakov, June 20, 1967, Secret/ 

Exdis . 

March 3 . In a luncheon conversation with Ambassador 
Fedorenko, Ambassador Goldberg stated that the U.S. would 
welcome Soviet assistance in renewing direct U.S. -DRV contacts. 
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This was in response to Fedorenko's statement that the USSR 
felt that the most fruitful approach to ending the war was 
direct U.S.-DRV contacts. USUN 4656, March 3, Secret/Exdis . 

March 15 . Governor Harriman and Under-Se.cretary Rostow 
informed Ambassador Dobrynin of the interim U.S. reply to 
^ Thant s aide memoire on Vietnam. They urged Dobrynin to 
use Soviet good offices to determine whether Hanoi would be 
interested in exploring this proposal. 

April 20 . Governor Harriman transmitted to Soviet 
Charge Chernyakov the U.S. statement of April 19 concerning 
mutual troop withdrawals from the Demilitarized Zone in 
Vietnam, noting that this could lead to further discussions 
concerning an overall settlement. Governor Harriman told 
Chernyakov that he hoped that the USSR would do its best to 
get Hanoi to consider this proposal seriously. Chernyakov' s 
response was limited to noting that the proposal did not 
mention U.S. bombing of North Vietnam. Memcon, Governor 
Harriman and Yuri Chernyakov, April 20, Secret/Exdis. 

May 26 . Ambassador Thompson spoke with Voslensky of the 
Academy of Sciences and suggested that the USSR could be more 
helpful on the Vietnam issue. Ambassador Thompson suggested 
that a tapering off of the fighting could take the form of 
extending the area free of bombing and that perhaps main force 
unit actions could be stopped and guerrilla and search and 
destroy actions could also be tapered off. Moscow 5166, May 27, 
Secret/Exdis. 

✓ 

July 27 . In a conversation with the British Ambassador on 
July 27, the Secretary noted that we had received no answer 
from the Soviets as to what they would do if we stopped bombing 
North Vietnam. The Secretary stated that Dobrynin (in an 
unspecified conversation) was surprised by this question and, 
in turn, asked if we were really interested in what the Soviets 
would do. Memcon, The Secretary and Sir Patrick Dean, July 27, 
Secret/Limdis . 
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Note: The question of "What the Soviets would do" if we 

had a bombing cessation is one that has been repeatedly- 
asked without any specific response from Moscow. It is 
probably the single most important unanswered question--at 
least from the documents available to us. 
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